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Actually everything began with my loneliness. | have felt myself alone since | was born. | felt

so alone that | always hoped for a turning point in my life. | always thought that people were

looking at me deridingly. This resulted in loneliness and unhappiness. Nothing made me

happy. One day | wanted to tell my feelings through writing poems. But these poems would

include the feeling of loneliness and unhappiness. | shared these poems with my teachers and
family. They started to feel empathetic and for the first time | felt that they really could

understand me. They liked my poems a lot. Everybody liked my poems. After that | started to

write poems night and day. | had found a very good way to tell my feelings to the people

around. | continuously wrote because | didndét wan
made me so happy that for the first time in my life | felt that | was enjoying life. People began

to look at me with admiring eyes instead of mockingly and began calling me "poet doctor"
instead of my name. Even getting hiaghappmblowd s i
am writing poems about happiness, | ove etcémy
and changed it. And | know very well that life is beautiful from now on.

Meltem S, 16, Adana, Turkey

Did you know there is a city in Turkey called Adana?

Adana is a major agricultural and commercial center. The city is situated near the Seyhan River,
30 km inland from the Mediterranean Sea, in south-central Turkey.

Aerial view of the City of Adana and the Seyhan River



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seyhan_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_Sea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anatolia

Last month, my father was driving and we were sitting in the back seat of the car enjoying the
journey we were taking. We were passgnaogligasn a
Without realizing we passed a crossroad without stopping when suddenly a person on a motor

bike rode in front of the car, missing us by a second and nearly crashing. It was a moment that

we felt the danger deeply and that wedd never
Emre K, 17, Adana, Turkey

Hi , Tugéem

| had a big problem with physics. Whenever | tried, | always failed to understand the physics
subjects and | was never able to solve the physics problems. | believed that | would never be
successful in physics. This semester | was in the department of science and physics continued

to be my trouble at first. | thought that whatever | did would be in vain. | had lost the self-
confidence and | was feeling as if | know nothing and | was incapable of anything.

One day our physics teacher asked us a question and surprisingly | solved it. That moment

was magi cal . |l gained self confidence again.
lose our belief in ourselves.

Tuj - e Adarda,/Turkey

My fatheroés miracle recovery

| was just seven years old. One of our relatives had a wedding party. | and my family got

ready for the wedding. We went to the wedding and | and my sister were watching the couples
dancing. My mum and dad were on the second floor at the wedding party. At that moment, |

noticed confusiont hat | coul dndédt wunderstand. Everyone
Then my grandma said that maybe children were making noise. At that moment | saw my aunt

came with blood stains on her blouse. She said to my grandma that my father had been
stabbed by accident. |l was shocked when | hea
see my dad. He was immediately taken to the hospital. We quickly followed along and went to

the hospital. My father was taken to the emergency operating room and he was operated

upon. Hi s aortas had been cut. Of course | didn
crying. Doctors had said that it was really critical. After two hours of operation we received

news that the operation had been successful. That was a big miracle of god. He was under
supervision of doctors for 15 days. After fifteen days we were experienced the happiness of

seeing him at home and healthy again.

Melike U, 17, Adana, Turkey

At secondary school, each time | failed in the exams, | always got the lowest marks in class

and everyone regarded me as an unsuccessful s
opinions. Life had become unbearable for me and | was feeling depressed and under

pressure. | was fed up with what my friends were thinking about me.

One day | was determined to overcome this failure and laziness. With great motivation and
determination, | followed my study plans and started to get highma r k s . I wasnot t
unsuccessful student any more.

Yusuf A, 16, Adana, Turkey



Last summer we were on holiday. While | was wondering around the park with my sister, | saw

two kittens just born. One of them wasn't moving at all. | thought that their mum had left them
there and unfortunately the one that wasno6t m
couldndét do anything for t hidendomawith osnde mMadeta we
house from a box by putting some soilonit. Wewanted t o hel p it survive.
walk. 2 days later it started to walk and drink milk. It is very surprising to witness a little living

creature growing.

Burcu Z, 15, Adana, Turkey

When | was in first grade, we asked our teacher to let us go to the toilet. Our teacher allowed

us to go and | and my two friends went to wash our hands. When we closed the toilet door we
realized thatitwas stuckand whatever we did we couldndot op
and anxious. They started to cry and shout but nobody could hear us since the toilet was at

the basement. There were two windows but they were very high andwec o u | d n O6them.r e a c
Then, an idea came to my mind. | stepped on the faucets and held the window handles,

opened them and jumped through the windows. | called for help quickly. And with the help of

the teachers we rescued our friends. Everybody treated me as if | was a hero.

Ogun, 15, Adana, Turkey

When | was a child, we lived in a village. | was in second grade. In the village there were two
bridges, one long, the other short and narrow. The short bridge was nearer to our house but

we always used the one that was safer. One da
have an umbrella. In order to get home quickly, we decided to pass from the narrow bridge.

Because of the heavy rain, the bridge became unstable. When we got on the bridge it

suddenly collapsed and we fell down to the brook. Fortunately the waters current dragged us

to the coast and where we were rescued. We were very lucky.

Cennet K, 15, Adana, Turkey

One day in one of the courses our teacher told us that the next day she would bring her
children in order to introduce them to us. Th
interested withthe matters i nce my t e a c knew mycame and tthoeght ¢hat it

w o u | dvandotcur to her to introduce them to me. The next day our teacher came with her
children and my friends started to welcome the children, asking their names, try to help them
enjoytheirt i me i n c¢cl ass. | chi thek wodner ofedhe plaso Bhe bellrangd s a't
signaling that it was time to take a break. The teacher pointed at me and asked me if | could

keep an eye on her children. | was very surprised. The teacher had chosen me among all the

other students and she trusted me. More surprisingly, she had called me by my name. She

had known my name b utlledrntthahwera@ hot ds natueless at Weahink.

| was very proud of myself when my teacher trusted me. Each person is valuable and

important even if we aren't aware.

B¢e¢kra A, Tokey Adana,



T a K k °($tang Bridge) in Adana, Turkey. A Roman bridge that was built in the 4th century. It is
319 meters long and 13 meters high, and was built on 21 arches which get larger towards the
center. Today 14 of the arches remain.

It was a hot and silent morning. | had intended to visit my brother the day before everything
happened. | woke up early to spend all day with my brother. My father wanted to come with
me t oo; howe v ehimtocbmedvithdre due to wisage. My father was 72 years
old, and as everyone knows it is a pretty old age for riding a bike. Nevertheless, he insisted on
coming with me, saadenhim. Sodwe depdrted hanze m few minutes later
after the conversation between us. We rode safely for half an hour, and were very close to the
place we planned on reaching. Then, suddenly | heard a voice and | found myself lying on the
ground. | realized that we had an accident I looked for my father. He was lying on the ground
silently, and after we had gone to the hospital, we learned that he broke his leg and some
other bones. Moreover, he had inner bleeding, and he was hospitalized for three months.
Thank God he is fine now. This event is a magical moment for me because | understood how
easy it can be to lose someone we love very much. Overall, | realized that we must not treat to
anyone badly because life is just too short.

Hamza A, 25, Adana, Turkey

HOW | LEARNED TO RIDE A BICYCLE

On a warm day | was sitting with my sister at home. My sister wanted to do something, but she
had no idea what to do. After thinking she asked me if | want to learn to ride a bicycle. |
answered that | didn't want to because | tried so many times and was unsuccessful. But at the

same ti me | di dndt want Hheeaidbhateshe'dt help meleamé ar t .

decided to try again. We took the bicycle out of the garage and | began to ride it with the help

B

of my sister, but suddenlyIf el | down and the bicyclebs wheel

so angry and she said that | could never learn to ride it. Normally it was a negative sentence
but it encouraged me to try even harder. The following day | got up early and step by step |
practiced and in a few days | learned by myself. It was a simple experience for me, but it
influenced my life. Sometimes when | want to succeed in something, | remember those days
and | think whether | have the required characteristics to succeed such as: ambition, self
confidence and the most important thing 7 hard work. Yes, when you have all these, be sure
that you can always be successful. It is not important what others think about you, it is
important what you think about yourself.

Beyhan Y, 24, Adana, Turkey


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stone_Bridge_(Adana)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_bridge

| was working at a gas station-food store as a cashier last year in Chicago, USA. | used to
work from 8am to 10pm every day. It was a really hard job since a lot of drunken people came
by and caused trouble. In the morning | saw the same people again but this time they were
sober and friendly. They were living in the same neighborhood and their main problem was
being uneducated. | thought how | coul d c han g elives. Havever, tipeg wepelold s 0
and it was too late to make a change in their life. The best thing | could do was to convince
their children to get a good education. To achieve that whenever their children came, | treated
them to things from the store that these children liked. Each time | gave a candy, a gum, or a
bar of biscuits, | told them | did this under one condition - you should promise me to get good
grades and do your best to get a good education. | repeated that every time they came. | do
not know if they got good grades or not, but the store is still there and | am sure that they will

remember my words each time they enter to buy something from that store.
Mabhir A, 25, Adana, Turkey

CAN YOU ROLL YOUR TONGUE??7??

There is a set of traits that we all as human beings have one
or the other of. These are known as inherited traits or
characteristics. Depending on which traits your parents have
determines your outcome, but it is a 50/50 split as to whether
you inherit a particular trait or not.

The most commonly known one is the ability to roll, or not roll,
your tongue.

When my older brother, Griffin was in 3rd & 4th grade there was a little boy in first grade who
was Autistic. Griffin was one of the kids that could help this boy stay focused and he could
calm him down when he had tantrums.

Camden, 8, United Sates

My magical moment was when Sarah and | went to my first movie. Its name is Cloudy with a

Chance of Meatballs. | felt happy because | was with a good friend on my birthday.
Lauren, 7, United Sates

It was a Magical Moment when | went to D.C. | went to the Cherry Blossom Festival! It was
so much fun!!! | went to the place where Lincoln was shot! | love the beautiful D.C.
Cecllia, 7, United Sates

Christmas at my house gotrobbed! The r obbers stole al/l our pre
But Mr s. Rousho6és son saw the robWkenwegatoud r epo

Christmas presents they were half ripped and Mom got her jewelry back.
Margo, 8, United Sates



One day | was walking to get pick up by parents after school. | got in the car. | saw suit cases
intheback. | asked, fiAWher eMyaonesaithe figGrienagt? 0Wohtld6kodge
birthd ayl. 0sai d, IWwascomexded. O

Beck, 7, United Sates

Did you know there is a state in the USA called Ohio?

Ohio is a Midwestern state of the States. The 34th largest
state by area in the U.S. The capital of Ohio is Columbus

Columbus, Ohio, USA.
From top to bottom left to right: *Columbus skyline *Ohio Statehouse *Ohio State University *Short
North *Nationwide Arena *Replica of Santa Maria



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midwestern_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._state
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbus,_Ohio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teton_Range

When | call my Grandma it makes me happy because she is far away.
Tanner, 7, United Sates

My magical moment was on my 6th family birthday party. There was snow and we had a
snowball fight. | made a big snowball and threw it at my uncle Barney. It was magical
because all my cousins were there.

Lucy, 7 ¥2, United Sates

One day | got home from school and my isad sai
A Wh y I7agked because he was riding his bike with no helmet and he took my cousins dog

with him and the dog jumped on him and he fell and some of his memory got erased. One day

| saw him and | prayed for him every night and he got better. | was so happy.

Johnny, 7, United Sates

It was a magical moment because | met a new friend. Her name is Dayele. | was walking
down the street. They were playing Bally Ball. | introduced myself. | started playing with her
and her mommy. And | had so much fun!

Ellie, 7, United Sates

My magical moment was when me and my friends raised 700 dollars for charity. The money
went to Camp Kearn.
Brigid, 8, United Sates

My magical moment was once | was playing at Kids First and | was playing in a huge pit of
foam cubes and | was having a lot of fun but just as | was enjoying myself, | saw a kid falling.
So | went to help him but I got stuck too but | stood up and gave him my hand and pulled him
up out of the pit.

Richard, 7, United Sates

Two weeks ago on Saturday, the Cowboys were playing Reading. The score was 6 to 0. We
were losing. It was very intense. | was playing left tackle. As soon as the ball was snapped, |
hit my man and went to get the runner. Max tackled the man. Number 85 fumbled the ball. |
recovered the ball. | heard excitement in the air. It made me feel good.

Carson, 8, United Sates

| caught two crabs, | was really happy because | wanted to eat crabs. | was so happy that |
ate LOTS of them. When it was time to get on the boat, | looked at the sharks (not man
eating!) and said good-bye.

Calvin, 7, United Sates

| once saw someone who fell in a puddle. Even though | did not know that boy, | came over to
help him up and brush him off. He was very sad that he fell but he was very happy that |
helped him. And I felt happy too!!

Karly, 8, United Sates



We went to the hospital when my great grandpa was very sick. He was 95 years old. When |
walked into the room he smiled. | went and held his hand and he held mine. It was very
special for both of us. | will never forget that moment.

Bridet, 7, United Sates

My magical moment is helping my neighbor while she was on vacation. | picked up her
newspaper and mail. A Magical Moment.
Luke, 8, United Sates

My magical moment was when | got my frogs at Learning Express. We were in the car it was
bumpy and | thought the frogs were going to die. When we got home | was happy that they
were alive. | love my frogs!

Ryann, 7, United Sates

My brother and | were playing with my dog Missy. She ran in the woods. My brother cried and
| went and got her. | felt very good.
Sam, 7, United Sates

My magical moment is after my huge bike accident. My friend Aidan sent me a note. It said:

get better from Aidan and t hat Amagweahnaomenawoulda gi c
make you feel good.

William, 7, United Sates

My magical moment 1 | went to a book fair at Barnes and Noble. | won a gift card to Ohio on
the Avenue. | felt excited and proud! | bought ice cream for my brother and me.
Kyle, 7, United Sates

My magical moment is when | ask my mom for candy after school. Sh e s ay sandtlialy e s ,
makes me feel happy.
Sarah, 7, United Sates

| go to Good Will. | like donating stuff. | feel good after | donate stuff to the needy.
Reagon, 7, United Sates

The day | got adopted was a Magical Moment. We went out to dinner and people from out of
town came in from everywhere. | will never forget that day.
Anonymous, 7, United Sates

Once my sister o0s Isalmapsd myeonetake aare af eed. .| put something
that she likes in front of her. So she would forget about her hands.
John, 8, United Sates



One day at school my friend was stuck on a word. | did not tell her the word. The word was
doggero. | covered the part gero and said you know that says dog. Then | covered up dog.
She thought the other part was gero so | said remember e and r make ur so she said geoo.
Then | said put the parts together. Then she said doggero. | said Good Job.

Mariya, 7, United Sates

| gave 2 chairs and a table to my little cousin because they did not have any money to buy a
table or chair.
Catrice, 7, United Sates

My mom and dad are raising stray animals. So far we have found 19 ducklings, a kitten and a
dog.
Lucas, 7, Unites States

These parents lost their job. | am going to give their little daughter and little boy a happy

Christmas. The parents dondét have any moovoeny g®o nighey
the little girl a ballerina bar, Thumbelina dress, my little pony game and My Little Pony book.

|l 6m giving the |ittle boy My Li lthéettheyare gomgte c hau
have a good Christmas.

Kayla, 8, United Sates

| picked a dog up that was very sick. The dog had mange, fleas and an ear infection. | took
the dog home. | helped it and | fed it. | still have the dog at my house and it has no infections.
Elijah, 7, United Sates

Every time | go to ballet and come back from
and are sitting of the sidewalk. My family and | decided to give them money so they could

have ahouse. One ti me they werendét on the sidewalk
restaurant eating food.

Paige, 8, United Sates

The owners gave the dog to the pet shop. Then they could not take care of it. So we bought
it. Now we can take care of it. | like my dog.
Andrew, 7, United Sates

| came over to the U.S.A. for medicalcare. | coul dnét breathe so wel]l
a tube in my throat. | come from South Africa in Africa. | see my grandma and grandpa on

Skype. | have one dog and her name is Sweety.

Adriaan, 8, United Sates

There was a family who was going on a business trip for 6 months. They coul dnét t
dog with them. So they sold it and we bought it from them. Now they could go on their

business trip and the dog was cared for.

Parker, 8, United Sates



Sunset over Lake Erie near Cleveland, Ohio, USA

Once my dad and | went to a restaurant and we saw a mother dog with her puppies avoiding

the rain, waiting for food. So we picked them up and got them food and took them to shelter.
Matthew, 7, United Sates

| help my aunt and uncle because they have a two year old and a baby. So | help them take
care of my cousins. | keep them safe from ovens, pans, counters, tables and doors. It feels

l i ke babysitting them at my grandmads house.
MacKenzie, 7, United Sates

| gave Thanksgiving dinner to someone who needed one. We thought they needed it too. We
were thankful too. Our church told us where to go to take this dinner.
Ceili, 7, United Sates



| have a giving tree at my church. We picked out a card and we went to a store. We got a
shirt and pants for the Ilittle boyds Chri st ma
Katie, 7, United Sates

When | was in preschool there was this thing called the deck. Every recess my friends and |

would go to the deck and watch the turtle in a little crack. Then one day we told the teacher.

She came to the deck, took it and told us, A F
Trevor, 7, United Sates

My dad picked up a stray cat and gaveittous. But we already had a dog
allow a cat in the house. But my babysitter has a neighbor that loves cats. So we gave it to

her. | gave it to her neighbor because | knew the cat would be in good hands.

Wil, 7, United Sates

A couple of week ago, my mom, my sister, my brother, and | went to McDonalds. We met a
lady who had a dog named Anna. Next we drove through McDonalds for lunch. Then we got
Anna a cup of water. Next we got on the highway and it took us about 45 minutes to meet a
lady named Kin. She picked up the dog and brought it to a new home. Then we got back on
the highway and went to my grandmads house.
Caroline, 7, United Sates

Once | gave $5.00 to the orphanage for their Christmas meal.
Thomas, 7, United Sates

Once my Nanny and | went to the food pantry. | helped bag up all the food. Then we went to

a familydéds house that had a | ot dheypgaartedtohase do
a nice Thanksgiving. It made me feel good to help a family.

Sophie, 8, United Sates

Once my family and | went to Arizona. When we were at the airport, a lady in a wheelchair
was having trouble getting through the zig-zag bathroom so we helped her.
Sophie, 8, United Sates

One time | was on vacation in Columbus, Ohio. We were on a tennis court and my little sister

and | found a hurt moth. It had a broken wing. It could not fly anymore. We made it a little

house out of twigs and leaves. Wenamed him Jumpy because he di
jumped around. Soon it recovered. It was jumping around perfectly. Jumpy could almost fly
again. It felt good to help a hurt animal.

Sophie, 8, United Sates



Once | met a friend in the bathroom. She was crying. | took her hand and helped her explain
to our teacher why she was crying. | felt good when my friend thanked me for helping her.
Tabea, 8, United States

One day my friend had nothing to play at recess. So | let him on the kickball team. He was

happy.
Sam, 8, United States

When | made my I|ittle brotherdés | ego wish |is
Max, 8, United States

One night my dad and | were walking to the car from a professional football game. We had
some leftover peanuts. As soon as we found a trash can, someone was sitting at a booth. He
was homeless. We gave him the peanuts.

Elliot, 8, United States

Someti mes when people candét do somet hing, Il h
Tiffany, 7, United States

One day my mom and | were watching TV. When there was an add on for an animal shelter,
we went on line and gave $50.00
Abby, 7, United States

Some guy didndét have enough money and dagwad ad
sick, | gave him very special medicine and he felt better.
Adam, 8, United States

| wanted to buy an owl to raise it up online but my parents would not let me.
Samuel, 7 %2, United States

My magical moment is that every time we clean our desks, | help my friend clean her desk.
Then she helps me with mine.
Abigalil, 8, United States

Isoldtoys t o raise money for the Childrendés Hospi
Sam, 7, United States



When | broke a finger my babysitter helped me and | helped her since she was training to work
for the hospital.
Ines, 7, United States

One time my family saw an old couple go over a curb in their car and hit a tree. Our family
turned around and we helped them.
Peyton, 8, United States

Sometimes when | walk my dog, | pick up liter and | make sure no one is sad.
Elliot, 7, United States

My magical moment is when we adopted a family from Valley Interfaith.
Claire, 8, United States

When we moved to Ohio our new neighbors let us paint pumpkins with them.

Anya, 7, United States

My magical moment was when | gave clothing and a toy to our church for some poor people
who could not afford Christmas.

Christina, 7, United States

| saw someone at school that had no one to play with so | told him he could play with me.
Kyle, 8, United States

It was Christmas time and we sent toys to kids in need.
Sam, 7, United States

My magical moment was when | helped my friend after her brother hurt her.
Mikaela, 7, United States

My brother wanted to exchange a toy to a barbershop. He really wanted a toy phone. But he
forgot all about it.
Jaime, 8, United States

I was at my f r i ewedtdoghe tvadsml.thought that therewvas a rock. |

j umped. 't was mud. I was sinking. I call e
out.

Woody, 8, United States

When | saw a squirrel that lost its tail, | gave it a nut. Now he comes back and | feed him.
Isaia, 8 %2, United States



One day while | was walking, | came across a woman who was so tired looking that she

attracted my attention. | observed her for a few moments and realized through her attitude that

she was hungry. Looking at her, | felt something in my heart that urged and help her.

Fortunately, there was a shop close to where | saw her. | then stepped into the store to buy

food and drink for the elder woman. After shopping, | walked towards the old woman with the
shopping bag containing what | bought - just what is necessary to relieve her hunger for a day.
Surprised, she took the bag without questioni
thanking me for a long time, praying God to assist me too in my activities.Since that moment, |

felt myself in peace and was very happy to have made a humanitarian gesture.

Aminatou, 16, Niamey, Niger

Did you know?
ALGERIA

Niger is a landlocked country in Western Africa, named after

the Niger River. The capital city is Niamey.

Niger's subtropical climate is mainly very hot and dry, with MALI

much desert area. In the extreme south there is a tropical climate

on the edges of the Niger River basin. The terrain is predominantly ey

desert plains and sand dunes, with flat to rolling savanna in the

south and hills in the north. NIGERIA

Niamey, Niger's capital and economic hub.
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While | was seated comfortably in a Taxi to get home, a pedestrian stopped the taxi and told

the driver to help him reach his destination, even though he didn't have enough money,

because it was very hot outside. The Taxi man refused. So | asked him to accept him and | will
complete the difference. The man who finally was accepted thanked me throughout the

di stance we stayed together. Alt i s regrettahb
persons so that we somehow got a doubt on the
Djibo, 16, Niamey, Niger

My parents bought me a motorcycle so | could get to school. As | had a comrade in the
neighborhood that always walks to school, | decided to give her a ride whenever | went to
school. She was very grateful according to what | heard from another friend to whom she told
her moments of pain, tears in her eyes. | was also touched by her relationship. We stayed
close friends throughout our school program.

Hamsatou, 16, Niamey, Niger

| was about to cross a road one day, a double track with heavy traffic, when a little 5 years old
girl came to me asking to help her cross. | suddenly felt fearful, wondering how parents can
leave such a little girl to cross by herself. So | took her hand and we crossed he road together.
| guided the little girl to their front door that faces the road. | then told her not to go through
such a route without a guide and the child promised me she will never try again. Then she
said, i b ybye Tanti", smiling and running to her compound. | was very pleased by her
gesture.

Awa, 16, Niamey, Niger

| was returning back home from school under a burning sun, | saw on my way two young boys
fighting violently. One of them visibly bent on dominating the smallest. Seeing the magnitude
of the situation, my reaction was immediate. | ran to separate them but it was difficult. While |
grasped and pulled one of the boys away, the other boy still tried to hit his opponent. | had to
deploy all my energy to keep them distant from each other before receiving assistance from a
passerby, who held one of the boys. So we succeeded in stopping the fight and advised them
to forget the incident. Finally one of the boys walked along with me, while the other one walked
in the opposite direction with the other person. | felt very happy to end this incident because if |
hadn't arrived on time at the scene, only God knows what could've happened.

Rabi, 16, Niamey, Niger

| still remember the day | helped Amadou, my colleague from the village who had some
difficulties in mathematics.

It was during the holidays and we had a two weeks stayinmyf at her 6s vi |l | age.
Amadou, a 5th grade student and the most mischievous child in the family, surprisingly asked
me, in his greater wisdom, to help him solve some math exercises that he did not understand.
As mathematics can be difficult to understand, | used all my knowledge and slowly gave
Amadou all the necessary explanations. After a few lessons, he understood the exercises and
realized that mathematics needs skill and patience to be done correctly. Amadou finally
decided to take an example from me and promised to remain calm in the family and to forever
be diligent when exercising mathematics.

Assoumane, 16, Niamey, Niger



| calmed down my friend who was desperate and discouraged because of poor grades he was
getting at the beginning of the academic year.

He was a repeater because he had failed his first examination and had to take the class again,
but in another school where he transferred to. He tried his best to pass his exam by working
harder and harder. However, the grades he got remained unchanged - always bad! This
affected him and he gave up without notice. As his closest friend, | begged him, consoled him
and often sent him messages to return to school, all without success.

After several attempts, | finally remembered something he told me a year before when | was
discouraged by a similar situation. He said "these are just the first notes and note that the
school year is for nine months. Try to take your breath and you will see a net improvement in
the second half." So, | played that last card by reminding him of his own words. Thus, he
smiled and began to agree with me, and to take up the challenge and return to school.

Since that day he had developed a good mood and thank God, he passed all his courses by
the end of the year.

Alice, 16, Niamey, Niger

The fertile south of Niger near the Niger river.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niger_river

On several occasions, | had the opportunity to make some humanitarian gestures, but |
particularly remember a very specific case. It was one Friday when returning back home from
the great prayer that | met a young and tall man with a bloody and swollen face.

The man gently came to me and called for help. He claimed to be foreigner and out of money.
Wherever he tried to explain his case, he was ridiculed. He got hit in the head by a family that
had confused him for a bandit.

| was really sorry for this gentleman. | drove him to my family, gave him water to drink, then to
get a bath. | also gave him some clothes so he could remove the bloody ones. After that we
ate lunch together. Later on, | gave him some money to by medicines and find his way to a
prosperous area. But he decided to return back home with that amount. Before leaving, very
touched by my gesture, my new friend could not contain his tears. He thanked me endlessly
and drove away. | was also touched by his sadness.

Hama, 16, Niamey, Niger

On Saturday, 8" of March, 2008 while the women were celebrating the International Women's
Day, a woman in my neighbourhood was in a difficult situation because she was having labor
pains. It was three hours later that her husband felt the need to knock on my door, looking for
help to carry his wife to the maternity. | had to act without delay! So | drove the car, and led
them and waited until the woman delivered a baby girl. Since the woman had to stay for
medical monitoring after giving birth, | got an excuse from her husband to drive back home. |
gave 3000 CFA to the husband as a contribution to the urgent expenses. The latter thanked
me with all his heart. It was really a magical moment for me because | did not only help the
couple but also got blessings from them. | was touched by there thankfulness, but for me the
most important thing is to have established equity between people with means and those with
low incomes.

Abdul, 18, Niamey, Niger

March the 10", 2009 was my birthday and | think that everyone living in this world cannot
forget his or her birthday date. It was for me a big moment and | thank God for giving me this
chance to live during these 18 years in good health and being able to share this joy with all my
friends.

God has brought joy, peace, and progress in my life. | give thanks for being in a school with
faithful companions who supported, advised, encouraged and financed me. And being able to
share my joy with them. | will never forget these people (parents and friends) who gave
everything to me that day. When thanking them, they told me:'"Don 6t menti on! Yo
matured. Soon, very soon it will be your turn to take over. So goes the world! With God's help
Inshallah!o

Now, for me a new life starts and | am glad to be among the adults where | will use my right to
take decisions.

Boureima, 18, Niamey, Niger



AThe Christmas Experienceo

Do you ever feel bad knowing
the joy of opening up a Christmas gifts? Well every year my family
takes names off an enormous Christmas tree at my Moms school
and the even bigger tree at our church. Instead of buying

enor mous amounts of Christmas rf
really need, we find a kid that has cancer and donate money and

gifts to their family. | bet vy nde
do this

and how many people are involvVveu: e . wOono
family, but most of my family pitches in such as my Grandma, Grandpa, Aunts and Uncles and

my Momand Step-Dad and myself. We have done this eve
sure we will keep doing this. My family does this because it is always a warm hearted feeling

to know that youdbre making someone feel good

My brother once asked, AWhy do we do this?0

Normally the wrapping of the gifts happens at my house, would you like to know more? As
we wrap the gifts you see the brightly colored squares and circles of boxes and you see the
red and green ribbons, just like as if you were sitting at a traffic light. While we package the
gifts we feel in our hearts as warm as a Sunday morning. Our house smells like a warm bakery
with freshly made cookies. It sounds as if yo
crinkling or wrapping paper all around you. But mostly you will feel as if you have entered a
family style restaurant, because of the warm feeling, good smells, and the laughter of a family
having a good time. A

tsso nice to share this experience with my f &

Although a lot of people help with this project | am only going to tell you a little bit about
myself. | am tall average weight 7th grader. | have brown eyes and brownish/black hair. | enjoy
helping people and volunteering, even if at the spur of the moment. Most people would
describe me as an honest person and a leader, because of my willingness to help/assist
others.

ATayl or is a born | eadero My principal once

Now it's time to get into the story. Every year my Mom takes 2 names of less fortunate
children off the Christmas tree at her school. My Grandma also takes also takes 2 names off
the Christmas tree at our church. Over a course of 2 weeks we go all over shopping for the
things that they listed on their list. Then on the night before the deadline all of my family
membersthatpartici pated come over and as my Mom | i kes
session. 0 On the day of the deadline we drop
church. And that is what we do every year.

Al think we should gett tthleant tdi My mdmnmou whlad :
This fiMagi cal Moment 0 affects everyone who pa
experience affects me every year. By helping with this project it has improved upon my
kindness and cooperation skills. Every year I think t h e s a rit's alvways gaodjto help
someoneo anditmemaki nhgi skmeone el seds Christm
There i s one more thing that makes this fAMagi
after year after year, and | will always feel warm hearted about doing it.

AWhat a great experience!o | always say.
Taylor B, 14, Ohio, USA



Did you Know?
Wooster, Ohio is located in America. Itis a small town of about 26,000 people. It is the home of
the College of Wooster.
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A picture of downtown Wooster.

ASpeechl esso

Wham! |1 d6m speechl giwsspeechdsl Little gpeeahes, big sheacties, election
speeches. This one however, was my | ast. |t
cram into the immense, up-to-date gym at Melrose Elementary. It was my last day as Student
Council President, and my emotions ran high.

Waves of adrenaline crashed through my body, as | looked at the
gymnasium that suddenly looked like a beehive, hundreds of people swarming
about . |l coul dndét believe | wastold hi s
myselfil 66 s just do what youbdbve done al
like a fresh breeze off the ocean, and everyone else seemed nervous too. The
chair | sat in put my back against the wall that felt like rough coarse
sandpaper. The awards assembly was about to begin, and excitement was in
the air.

| walked back into the scarcely-used gym bathroom and made sure | looked ok. | was
wearing khaki pants with a black belt. | wore a light blue dress shirt with a dark red neck-tie as
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well. My palms shaking, | go over the speech in my head. The principal came on the

mi crophone, fAWe would |ike to welcome you to
The assembly began with awards for good attendance and other small deeds. | went up

and down the aisle now and again to receive small awards for minor achievements. | thought

of past farewell speeches former student council presidents had given. Dull, boring, they were

never very exciting. A T hvaan 6t h ap p e htoldtmtyisse | fe aarn,do | aughed.

have David B come and give his final speech a
decl ared. I wal ked up to the s ahought Igdvenyol i t e
speech about what fAweo the student council ac

dollars in debt, and finishing the year with a eight-hundred dollar surplus. | finished my speech,
went to return to my seat when | was stopped. A On behal f of Melrose EI
would like to present you with an all new award, the outstanding leadership award. A standing
ovation occurred, cheering and clapping, | was truly humbled.

| learned a lot that day. | found that hard work, determination, and integrity pay off. You
have to |l earn to |isten twice as much as you
wise old owl once lived in an oak, the more he saw the less he spoke, the less he spoke, the
more he heard". Why ¢ a n 0 be like ¢hat old bird? You see, a leader has to be ready to
follow, and a follower has to be ready to lead. | learned a lot that year as Student Council
president, but | will always remember that crisp, June morning.
David B, 14, Ohio, USA

AThe b&ldemet"

Have you ever seen an old football helmet? It all started
on May 21, 2009 on a bright, shiny day on our long charter
bus. Everyone was there, including my friends Emma, Jazzy,
Ashley, and Emily. The others were my classmates and a few
teachers. The long charter bus was going fast and some kids
were yelling, it was loud but it was fun. My four friends were
saying, Al canét wait to get
were talking to but they soun
Acl ucckk,0 .clTuhey were worse thai

We were in the middle of Columbus and I looked out the

window and | said to myself that Columbus looked like a grassy green field with little houses
that looked like building blocks. On the bus the kids were sounding like a stampede of 100
buffalo. Also the bus smelled like the snacks that we had earlier it smelled like McDonalds.

| am a happy, funny, teenager. For example | can get very moody from time to time.
Also every day my friendsand mearguea bout me Lkeayi agd Al so about

fiYrouknow righto. Sometimes | think | have a pr e
really weird but all of my friends think | &m
We were finally there, at the Foot Ball Hall of Fame. Everyone was saying,i¢ an6t wai t
and see what is insideo and | was thinking ab

their groups and went into the hall and went to look around. The other students and | had a

paper to do about the different rooms. All of the students in our group were suppose to stay

with a friend and stay with the group. | was really behind and my group almost lost me but |

was with a friend. We did catch up with the group and they were going into a presentation.

This is when | learned about an old football helmet and how the football players that wore
them were called Al eather headso because the



This was a magical moment because | learned to be more responsible with being alone
and also the responsibility of having to keep up with our group. The teacher was pretty mad
but she was laughing after | told her what really happened. All of my friends were laughing
along with the teacher and me. So that concludes my magical moment.

Tavia T, 14, Ohio, USA

nlt Al | Falls Downo

Lightning may not seem very frightening to you now. But, what if lightning struck a tree that

al most hit you. |l t was the most frightening b
one September night at my neighboros house. L
Little three-year old Charlie, the diva eight-year old Lily and shy six-year old Jack were all

yelling and screaming. | di dnitdid. Atréeifefi lkss than 25 o u |

feet away from where we were sitting inside the house

When | left my house it was around 6:00 on September night. The sky was dark, like the deep
depths of the ocean; you could not see the sun at all. The air smelled musky like a city dump

musky like someone had let some garbage go rotten. All | could hear was the loud roar of the
wide, it sounded like a lion protecting its young.

| was calm when | was walking over to my neig
babysitting. It was a chance for me to test my babysitting skills. My always-red face was even

redder with the cold air outside. | am a tomboy so | always wore sweat pants and a sweatshirt.
When | got to the house, Charlie answered the door as always and said the words | always

say, ASure you willo | just cracked up | aughi

After I got inside the house, the mom, Crissy, gave me her cell phone number. As always

Crissy implied dcall if there is an emergency
did. We were watching a movie when the power went out. The power went out and stayed out
for about two hours. #fAls the power ever going

thundering and lightning outside but it had gotten worse. A loud crack of thunder followed by

lightning filled the sky. Out of nowhere a tree fell less than twenty-five feet away from where

we were sitting in the house. Everyone in the house was yelling and screaming except for me.

| took control and got everyone to calm down, exceptf or Youlemwot it he Boss o0
said,dlivehereyou dondét | can put you in a time outo
We played board games and played cards. Finally the power came back one. Everybody was
already in bed and asleep. When Crissy came home, | told her everything that happened.
Crissy said, Al dm i mpressedo.

My magical moment was meaningful to me because, it was the
first time | was really in charge and the first time | was really
responsible for someone else. | learned that | am a leader. It felt
like | developed responsibility, courage and strength. For
interpersonal skills | developed leadership, cooperation and
communication. | can handle anything now. This magical
moment was magical to me because, when Crissy came home
she said she was very impressed with me. When she said that, it made me happy and proud
of myself.

Courtney P, 14, Ohio, USA




Did you Know?

A Koala's fur is thick soft and pleasant to touch. Ears have long white hairs on the tips.

Koalas are mostly nocturnal. Nocturnal animals are awake at night and asleep during the day.
Koalas, however, sleep for part of the night and also sometimes move about in the daytime. They
often sleep for up to 18-20 hours each day. Koalas are picky eaters. They only eat leaves from
eucalyptus trees. Koalasaretheonl y ani mal that wonoét die fro
eucalyptus tree. All other animals will be poisoned from the leaf!

A picture of a Koala

ABe Kind to Everyoneo

Do you know what helpfulness and ki erdontéthatss hav
what | did for my loving grandparents. When | was 11 years old | helped them out and | was

kind for them because they are old and they needed help around the white, dateless house. |

called my helpful funny cousins (Anthony, Amanda, Jacob and

Anna) to help me clean. Which annoying Jacob and loud Anna

probably wouldndét help that much. But

also helped out, so we had a lot of help. It was a lot of fun helping

my wonderful grandparents and cleaning their awesome house.




