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It was a cool summer evening. My friends and I had been talking and relaxing after a long day. 
Suddenly I saw two mice running in the grass. They werenót field mice, they were hamsters. I 
felt sorry for them because they could mortally freeze; therefore I decided to take them home 
with me. At first it was fun to watch how they play but after a fortnight they were not two 
anymore, they were 8! A huge family caused lots of problems. Ineffectively, I tried to find 
owners for them. Luckily, one day when my dad returned from work he said that he had found 
an owner for all the hamsters. It was such a relief. And now I feel like Ióve done something 
good no matter if they are just hamsters. 
Giedre D, 18, Lithuania  
 

 
 

St. Anne's Church  is among the features of Vilnius Old Town in Lithuania, that enabled the district 
to be included in the list of UNESCO World Heritage sites 

 
 
It happened when I was 6 years old on a lovely sunny summer day. I was living in the village 
with my parents. They knew that I wanted to have my own bicycle, because I did not have one. 
I had to ride my brotherós bicycle, although it was too big for me. That day my parents had to 
go to Vilnius, so I stayed with my grandmother. When they came back I saw a big box in the 
car, but I did not realize what it was. Later that evening my dad took that box out of the car and 
said that it was for me. When I opened it I saw a beautiful bicycle inside. I was so happy that I 
started to jump around it. It was the magical moment of my childhood. 
Inga P, 18, Lithuania 
 

http://wiki/UNESCO_World_Heritage


 
 

The Cathedral of Vilnius  is the main Roman Catholic Cathedral of Lithuania 

 
 
It was my birthday morningé the day started as usual. It was Sunday and honestly I didnôt 
expect anything. I went to the shower and when I came out my family started singing ñHappy 
Birthdayò. A cake, candles, flowers, big smiles and much attention - I was very happy. Later 
somebody rang the doorbell. When I answered the door, I saw an envelope on the floor. I 
opened it and found a letter with a request: in two hours I was to go outside and take some 
warm clothes. When I left home three of my friends had been waiting for a short time. They 
blindfolded me and drove me somewhere. When we arrived at some place I saw other friends 
of mine andéé. karts. Kart racing had been my dream since childhood. We raced and after 
that they blindfolded me again and drove to a grange. What I found there was a special cake, 
flowers, candles, presents. Finally, we went to Trakai, one of the most beautiful towns in 
Lithuania. We sailed a pedalo and had a great time together. It was the greatest day of my life. 
Viktorija K, 18, Lithuania 

  

http://wiki/Roman_Catholic
http://wiki/Cathedral
http://wiki/Lithuania


I live in a four-member family and all of us like sweets - some of us more, while others-less. As 
for my brother, he simply can't live without chocolate every single day. After he had gone to 
the USA for about three months, our family missed him very much, calculated days till his flight 
home to Lithuania. We knew his obsession with sweets so my mother and I cooked him three 
cakes, bought cookies and made a hot chocolate. When he was already at home, he was 
overwhelmingly astonished at our edible surprise. He joked that he would like to get this 
surprise every time he came back home. I think it was a magical moment for him, little, but still 
magical. 
Gabriele V, 18, Lithuania 
 
 
 
  
One evening after walking by the sea I came home and saw that I had lost one of my most 
beautiful bracelets. It was my grandmother's present. I was very disappointed. Next day I went 
to look for my bracelet. After an hour search I gave up and I sat down on a bench, next to a 
pretty young woman. Suddenly, a little girl ran towards that woman shouting "Mummy, look 
what I have found!" She was holding my bracelet. I was opening my mouth to say something, 
when she unexpectedly smiled nicely and I realized how happy she was. It was just one of my 
bracelets, however, for her maybe the only one. 
Donata K, 18, Lithuania  
 
 
 
  
This magical moment happened to me 8 years ago when I was walking home from elementary 
school with a friend. The day was windy and that was a reason why I found 20 litas sticking on 
my jacket. I was truly happy to have found so much money because in those days it (I mean 
20 litas) was worth a lot. After a few moments two senior girls approached me. They were 
looking for the lost money and seemed to be very frightened. I told them that I had found the 
money and gave it back right away. Their faces changed instantly and I saw a big relief on 
them. I still sometimes remember this moment which I'm proud of. 
Daumantas   P, 18, Lithuania 
 
 
 
 

It happened when I had a girlfriend. I had no idea what kind of present could be best for her on 
her birthday, so I bought about thirty roses. After I had put a rose on every stair from her home 
doors to the outdoors, I phoned her. During the conversation I said that I had been waiting 
downstairs and suggested collecting what she had lost on the stairs. It was magical to see her 
in the yard with all those roses in her hands and a smile on her face. 
Bernardas S, 18, Lithuania 
 
 



 
 

(Gediminas Castle - The symbol of the city 
of Vilnius, Lithuania. Gediminas Tower is 

virtually all that remains of the once-
mighty Upper Castle. 

 
 

The Jewish synagogue in Vilnius, Lithuania. 

 
 

About ten years ago I started to attend music school. I played the flute. I was the only student 
in the music school who played the flute. After half a year a concert was held to show 
our teachers what students had learned. That was my very first concert and I was absolutely 
terrified. I was scared of playing to such a big audience. But when I got onto the stage and 
started to play I forgot everything. All my fears had disappeared. After I had finished my 
appearance the audience clapped loudly since everyone seemed to enjoy my playing. I felt 
delighted and cheerful. 
Liza M, 18, Lithuania 
 
 

It happened about 10 years ago. It was an ordinary day and it seemed nothing special could 
have happened. I was going home, when I saw an accident. The boy, who was my friendôs 
brother, dashed into the street and the passing car ran him down. The worst thing was that the 
driver didnôt stop; he just left the boy lying on the road. I was shocked. I hurried to the boyôs 
home to inform his sister while another eye-witness of the accident called the emergency 
medical service. Fortunately, when we came back, the doctor had checked the injured. He 
said that the boyôs heartbeat was weak and he had a slight concussion, several bruises and 
scratches. All in all, I felt relieved that the boyôs state of health was satisfactory and pleased to 
have informed his sister. 
Karolina, 18, Lithuania 
 
 
  

http://www.vilnius-life.com/vilnius/upper-castle


I remember my dad tiding up a cupboard. There were a lot of beautiful, good material clothes 
which my sister and I had grown out of, so we decided to put all clothes into a big bag and give 
it away to children who really needed proper clothing.  We also found a range of toys which 
were almost new. After a while we went to the childrenós home where kids live without parents 
and feel lonely, because none of the children can grow up without his mother's love and 
father's discipline. Anyway, we gave away the whole pile of clothes and toys and the children 
seemed to me really happy. One gorgeous little girl came to me and gave me a hug. I felt so 
good, it was just impossible to describe what I felt. 
Dzastina B, 18, Lithuania 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When I was small, I wanted to visit Paris very much. I thought that my dream would never 
come true.  But two years ago, for my birthday, my parents presented me with an envelope. 
When I opened it, I was very surprised and pleased. In the envelope there were three tickets 
to France. It was a trip for our family for five days and all these days were magical!  
Lera K, 14, Ukraine 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Family plays the most important role in my life, thatôs why the most magical moments for me 
happen, when all our big and harmonious family is together. Everyone can feel comfortable 
because the atmosphere in these moments is really magical. Everybody is happy. We discuss 
interesting topics and recall funny moments from our life. We spend our time really well! 
I appreciate my life for such magical moments. 
Irina S, 14, Ukraine 
 
 
 
 
 

 
One day I went cycling near my house. And suddenly I heard a puppyôs squeak. Firstly, I didnôt 
understand anything but then I saw a small puppy in the pit. It was crying when I saw it. 
When I took the puppy out it was very happy!!! It was one of the most exciting moments in my 
life!!! 
Max S, 14, Ukraine 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



It was in Monte-Carlo two years ago. It was a tour to Europe with my dance group 'Orlyonok'. 
On the way to Venice we planned to visit Monte-Carlo. I couldnôt even imagine that I would 
remember this city for the rest of my life. There were a lot of bright lights on the sea shore. I 
saw a long, wide embankment, a lot of swimming pools, restaurants and so on. There were so 
many different, amazing yachts! Their beauty and luxury was amazing. The building of the 
casino 'Monte-Carlo with its great architecture impressed me greatly. There were a lot of nice 
people around. They were smiling happily. We were walking around this wonderful city the 
whole night. I got a lot of impressions! I do believe that one of my dreams will come true and 
I'll see that city once again and I'll experience this magical moment once again! 
Veronika K, 13, Ukraine 
 
 
 
 
 

 Did you know? 
 
Ukraine is situated in Europe and is one of the largest countries in Europe. The capital city is Kiev 

 

Keiv Map of Ukraine  

 
 
 
 
I always wanted to have a pet. A friend. Someone who would always be with me. But my 
parents didn't want to buy a pet for me. We never stay at one place for more than 3 months.  
Every 3 months we travel from Ukraine to Germany. And a pet would have been a real 
problem. In Ukraine we lived in a small flat. There wasn't enough space for a dog, or a cat. 
Some years ago we moved to a private house. I still hoped my parents would buy me a pet.  
One Christmas night, when I was returning home from my friend, I saw a little black-white ball 
in the snow. It wasn't a stone and it began approaching me...     When I got closer to it, I saw a 
little cat. It was trembling, because it was really cold. I couldn't let him stay out in that snow. I 
took it home. When my mother returned home and saw this beautiful little cat, we decided to 
keep it. This was really a magical moment for me! I will never forget that Christmas. And now I 
have a real friend. We call the cat Kroha. And he is a member of our family.  
Roman B, 15, Ukraine 
 
 
 
 



Kiev Pechersk Lavra, also known as the Kiev Monastery of the Caves, is a historic Orthodox 
Christian monastery in Kiev. Since its foundation as the cave monastery in 1051 the Lavra has 
been a preeminent center of the Orthodox Christianity in Eastern Europe. It is also one of the four 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites within Ukraine. 
 

  
 
 
 
My summer holidays in Turkey were amazing! The Cleopatra swimming pool impressed me 
most of all. They say that if you swim there, youôll get younger. I donôt believe in it, but there 
were a lot of people in the pool. It is interesting that the water is always hot there and when 
you stay at one place, you get covered with bubbles. I have never seen things like that. 
Valeria R, 14, Ukraine 

 
It was in the summer camp in the Crimea. One day we were swimming near the bridge. One 
boy, whose name is Andrew, stood on this bridge and was going to jump. He did not know 
about big stones under the water in that very place. His brother Nick knew about it and ran 
quickly towards him. At the very last moment Nick managed to push Andrew to the side but he 
himself fell down. He spent two weeks at hospital and his younger brother always visited him. 
It was tragical but at the same time a magical moment which I will remember forever. 
Dima G, 14, Ukraine 

 



It was a magical moment for me when I met my friend who I hadnôt seen for ages. We just 
walked in the park and talked and talked and kept on talking about everything in the world. 
Eugenia S, 15, Ukraine 
 

 
One day I was walking home and noticed a kitten sitting on the ground. It was grey and lively 
and it had large blue eyes. I brought the kitten home but my Mum did not allow me to keep it 
as we had a cat already. I had to leave the kitten outside the house. I was terribly unhappy. 
But there are some magical things in the world: our neighbor took the kitten to the village 
where she has a house. 
Kate S, 13, Ukraine 
 
 

Ukrainian national costumes 

 

  
 
 
 
There are a lot of children without parents in our country and thatôs why there are a lot of 
asylums. One day my class went to one of these asylums. We brought sweets and toys as 
presents. When we came there we saw 4-5 year-old children. They were not naughty as our 
younger sisters and brothers, they were like small adults. But in no time we became friends 
and talked and laughed together. It was the most magical moment in my life! I want to hope 
that all such children will be adopted and happy. 
Galina K, 14, Ukraine 

 
 
 
Quite recently in my native city Dnepropetrovsk there was a football match Ukraine-England. 
Our team won 1: 0. I was present at the match and it was the magical moment for me and 
thousands of Ukrainians. 
Sasha V, 13, Ukraine 

 
 
 
 



My magical moment was when I found a dog. It was a sunny day; I was walking home and 
suddenly heard barking. It was a puppy. She was sitting behind a big tree. Somebody left her 
there. She was alone and she looked really sad. I couldnôt leave her there so I took her home. 
My mum wasnôt happy but I told her that I would take care of the puppy. I have been doing like 
I said and now the puppy is my best friend. She is called Alfa and she is still a cute dog! 
Adrian, 15, Poland 

  
I would like to describe the most frightening moment in my life. It happened two years ago 
during my winter holidays. I was traveling with my father. He was driving. We were going to 
Zakopane. It was about nine oôclock in the morning. It was snowing a little bit and the road 
wasnôt very clear. Suddenly my dad lost control over the car. It skidded. I was so frightened 
that I couldnôt say a word when I saw a truck in front of us. My father was trying to control the 
car but we ended in the ditch. Fortunately, we werenôt hurt and our car was only slightly 
damaged. My father called emergency service and we went back home. 
The magical moment was after the accident when I realized that we are safe and sound. 
Filip, 15, Poland 

  
  
The best moments of my life I spent in Italy skiing. I like ski jumping and skiing very fast. And I 
could do those things there. That was magical moment for me. 
Wojtek, 15, Poland 

  
I have many magical moments. One of them is when I found my dog. It happened on 
5th October 2009. I was raking leaves in my garden (I always do it in autumn) when suddenly I 
noticed some motion near the tree. I walked closer and what I saw was a young, small, black 
dog. It was very weak and shivering with cold. I have been looking after him and I have had it 
since then. 
Jan, 15, Poland 

  
  
It was last day of my holiday. I was skating at a skate park. I was waiting for a good moment. I 
kicked and did it; I did my first pro trick. Now this trick is my favorite. I felt as great as if I won a 
lot of money. 
Michal, 15, Poland 

  
  
I had a lot of magical moments in my life. But I remember the day when my mum gave birth to 
my brother. One day I got home and my mum wasnôt there. My aunt told me that she was at 
hospital. After two hours my father called and told me that I have a new brother. That was on 
Wednesday on 17th October in 2007. On Sunday I went to my mum and brother to the 
hospital. I held my brother in my hands. He was very little and sensitive. 
Marta, 15, Poland. 

  
  
  
My magical moment was when I went sailing with my friend during the last holiday. It was also 
magical when we sat at a camp fire , played the guitar and sang a lot of songs. I will never 
forget that. If I can, I will do it again. 
Ola, 15, Poland. 
 

  
  



My first Halloween was a magical day for me. It was on 31th October 2008. I invited some 
friends to my house on Halloween party. My friend Dominika brought beautiful decorations ï a 
web with spiders and a lot of Halloween balloons, so the atmosphere was amazing. At 5 p.m. 
we went outside because we wanted to collect sweets. We walked almost 2 hours! We 
collected a huge bag of candies. In the evening we started telling scary stories and eating 
sweets. It was a great day! 
Magda, 15, Poland. 

  
  
In my opinion, the most magical moment in my life was when I was born. If not that I would 
never be able to do anything. Although I donôt remember it, I think that, that moment let me to 
feel other magical moments, so it is the most important part of my life. I would like to thank my 
parents for that, they gave me life, I am very grateful for that! 
Michael, 15, Poland. 
 

Did you know? 
 
Blue whales are the largest animals ever known to have lived on Earth. These magnificent marine 
mammals can reach up to 100 feet (30 meters) long and weigh 200 tons. Their tongues alone can 
weigh as much as an elephant. Their hearts, as much as an automobile. 
 

 
 

The endangered blue whale can eat some 4 to 8 tons of krill per day. 

 

  
  
One day this summer my father went to meet his friend. When he came back he had a small 
dog. I said ñWhere do you have her from?ò My father told me the story about the dog. 
Somebody put her into my fatherôs friendôs allotment. I think it is horrible! The dog stayed with 
us and her name is Nika. 
Paulina, 15, Poland. 

  
  



 
The most magical moment in my life was the day I got my doggy. He was very small and he 
looked like a funny ball of fur. I bought him with my parents from one man. We drove a long 
time and finally got to our place of destination. It was a small market with many puppies. We 
chose one and named him Axel. We came back home very happy with our new dog. 
Blazej, 15, Poland 

  
  
One day in the morning I was relaxing at home when my best friend called me and asked me 
to come immediately. I quickly took my bag, mobile phone and keys and ran out. At Martaôs 
home I learnt that we had won the trip to warm countries in the competition ñThe Best 
Memories from Long-standing Friendshipsò. I was really happy and felt that it would be the 
most wonderful period of my life. 
Sylwia, 15, Poland. 

  
An unusual moment in my life was on 30th June 2009. That day I was informed, that I got into 
my dream grammar school number 1 in Gdynia. It is a very good school and the education is 
the most important thing for me. I hope that I will finish this school with good grades and then I 
will have an opportunity to get into a good high school. 
Ewelina, 13, Poland. 

 
 
 
In June 2009, my friends and I went to Baan Sai Daeng School, a small primary school in the 
outskirt of Ranong. Itôs a 2 hour-drive from the downtown. We got involved in one of the 
extension programs of our school, i.e., doing special English lessons for the kids in that rustic 
area. Itôs a one-day-activity but I would say itôs really fulfilling. I was a bit worn-out; I wasnôt 
sure if the students understood what I said but then their smiles somehow brought a relief and 
made me confident. They seemed to enjoy our fun-filled sessions; teachers and the kids were 
really nice and friendly. I thought it would just be about learning English and having fun, but 
then their attention shifted when we passed leaflets about drugs. This fanfare really nailed 
their attention and I thought, they wanted to be aware of their future and well-being. In the 
afternoon session, we cleaned the school and played games with them. It was indeed a 
wonderful day for me. 
Suphajita S, 17, Ranong, Thailand 

 
 
 
On Motherôs Day, I went to Ranong Mangrove Forest Research Center with my classmates to 
plant the mangrove trees for our Queen. In my opinion, planting mangrove saplings is another 
way I can save the world from global warming. Furthermore, mangrove forest is a shelter for 
marine animals and provides food to both animals and mankind. It also protects the coast from 
erosion during the monsoon.  
While we were on the boat en route to the planting areas, I was really captivated by the 
awesome sceneries and wildlife. I saw monkeys, snakes, crabs, birds and various types of 
plants and trees. The monkeys and birds welcomed us with their beautiful songs. I was excited 
when I had to walk in the soft mud with my naked feet. The officers told us to plant as many 
mangrove tree saplings as we can. We planted almost a hundred in 2 hours. Perfect!!    
Nattapong P, 17, Ranong, Thailand 

 
 
 
 



 

Did you a place called Ranong in Thailand? 
 
Ranong is 586 kilometers away from Bangkok and is the first southern province that is located right 
at the Andaman Sea. It compasses an area of 3,298 square kilometers: 169 kilometers from north 
to the south which includes the narrowest portion of land of about 44 kilometers. Due to this land 
feature, it was coined as the "Isthmus of the Malaysia Peninsular"  
Ranong is renowned as the wettest province in Thailand; this is the result of the monsoon influence 
which brings with it abundance rainfalls. 

 
 

 
 
 
The last yearôs Vegetarian Festival means really a lot to me. Aside from going to the Chinese 
temple with my grandmother everyday, I made a vow that I would really do everything that 
they asked me for. I prepared food, set and cleared the table, and did the dishes. I was very 
happy. Doing the right thing and helping others really made sense to me especially after the 
festival. I was reminded by my grandmother who always teaches me that, ñHelping people is 
very important. Although you cannot help them all, help as many as you can, help everyday, 
and help from your heart.ò  
Sureeluk J, 17, Ranong, Thailand 

 
 
The magical moment in my life happened on Childrenôs Day in 2008. My family and I went to 
distribute gifts to children at school in the suburb area. The school was small and there were 
only few students that time. We gave out books, stationeries, toys, and some ice-cream. The 
students were very happy as well as my family. Their faces were filled with broad smiles, 
something that really moved me in compassion and thought that I had never had such 
difficulties in life like them.  I was really impressed. Some of them gave me small hugs. I can 
still remember what I was feeling at that moment. 
Pichayaporn A, 17, Ranong, Thailand 

 
 



My magical moment happened when I went to my uncleôs crab farm. While I was strolling, I 
saw a Burmese boy fall into the pond. Without hesitation, I ran and jumped in the water to 
save him from drowning. Itôs the first time I felt satisfied, happy and proud; I thought that 
saving a life made us all equal regardless of our status and race.  Later I found out that my 
hand phone was busted. My uncle in appreciation, offered to buy me a new hand set. That day 
I was really overjoyed not as a hero but as a responsible Thai.  
Piyawit T, 17, Ranong, Thailand 
 
 
Pursuing a dream is what I always tell myself. Since primary school, I dreamed of studying 
Sci-Math at Benjam-Rachutid in Nakhon Sri Thammarat. Before taking an examination, I read 
books every night. I tried to memorize everything Iôve learned at school and tutorial classes. 
Unfortunately after I got the result, I didnôt make it to Sci-math, rather I was listed on language-
math section.  I wasnôt sad because I did my best and rather felt proud because I was 
committed with what I started even though I failed. I have more dreams to pursue and I think I 
can reach some of them in the future. 
Yanisa K, 17, Ranong, Thailand 
 
 

 
 

Hot Spring in Ranong 
 

Hot Springs and Raksawarin Public Park: The hot 
springs has been a popular tourist spot ever since 
King Rama V visited Ranong in 1890. There are 
three natural spring pools. The temperature of the 
water in the pools remains constant at about 65 °C. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kho Khot Kra or Kra Isthmus 
 

 The Kra Isthmus is the Malay Peninsulaôs 
narrowest point, spanning a mere 44 
kilometres from the Gulf of Thailand on the 
east coast to the Andaman Sea on the west 
coast. The Kra Isthmus provides an excellent 
vantage point from which to see the Kra Buri 
River forming a natural boundary between 
Thailand and Myanmar. 

 

 
When I was studying in Grade 8, I went to a tree planting trip in a mangrove forest at Had Sai 
Dum with my advisers and friends. At first, I thought that the activity was boring. I didnôt want 
to get dirty or be involved. But after it was over, I got a mind shift. It was indeed a very 
productive activity not only because I had a wonderful time with my friends but also I came to 
appreciate the world that God had made.  I could see another world which is different from my 
world. I have learned that the world of nature is much more peaceful and beautiful than any 
other cities in the world.                                                                     
Chadaporn A, 17, Ranong, Thailand 



 

Ancient Palace 
 

 
 

Rattanarangsarn Palace: Phraya Damrong sutjarit Mahitsornpakdee (Kor Sim Kong) built this 
throne hall for the residence of King Rama V during the royal visit to Ranong Province on April 23ï
25, 1890. It is located on the hilltop named "Niwest Kiree". But the original throne hall was later 
dismantled and replaced by the city hall and then the new provincial hall was built in 2002. It was 
made of teak wood. It is a historical tourist attraction of Ranong residents. 
 

 
 
 
 
On my motherôs birthday last year, I bought her a small present from my savings. Her eyelids 
were suddenly filled with tears as she was trying to open the gift wrap carefully. It was a crystal 
snowball. She liked it very much. She held it in her right hand and hugged me with her left 
hand. She kissed my cheeks and I kissed her back. That was really one of the most special 
and joyous thing that happened to me, I owe everything to my mom.  
Chanida P, 17, Ranong, Thailand 

 
 
 
 
On June 12, I saw my teacher carrying a pile of paper while walking down the stairs. I was 
afraid that she would fall and tumble down, so I offered her a hand. She told me. ñThank you 
my dear student.ò It was an unforgettable moment really. 
Chatsuda  S, 17, Ranong, Thailand 

 
 



I gave a little money to a beggar who was sitting on the pavement in market corner. He gave 
me a smile in return and he said something softly which I didnôt understand. He tried to speak 
it out loud, but I caught some of his words. It sounded like blessing words. I told him, thank 
you. Just a little money brought both of us happiness. 
Peeraphun B, 17, Ranong, Thailand 
 
 
 

 
I felt excited and glad that I had a chance to join the guide camp for my province. I met new 
friends and learned several interesting things about my hometown, Ranong, which I havenôt 
known before. It was fun. On the last day, we had to make a presentation on one of the most 
renowned places in Ranong. We gladly chose Rattanarangsan Throne Hall. After the event, 
my teacher said we did a good job!  That was really impressing!     
Chavisa S, 17, Ranong, Thailand 

 
 
 
 
My friends and I went to a rural camp at Cheaw-Lheang School. We painted the canteen and 
the rides in the playground. Some of the students there helped us too. They pulled out the 
grass and some girls gave us some cold drinks. Though I was tired, I was very delighted to 
see their smiling faces. Those faces seemed to plunge us to into cool water and wiped out 
every feeling of fatigue and exhaustion. 
Nuttapol M, 17, Ranong, Thailand 

 
 
 
 
When I was in grade 9, I helped an old man on a wheelchair to cross the road. My mother 
stopped the car. I ran to him and asked where he was going to. He answered he was going to 
buy something to eat. I asked him why he was here alone. He said that no one lived with him. 
They left him because he was their burden, but they gave him some money as a provision 
every month. I had mixed emotions, anger and sympathy. But I couldnôt do anything except to 
accompany him over the road. But I really noticed something before I went off; there was no 
sign of bitterness on his face. He told me that his sad plight made him understand things better 
and hope that his love for his children would pay off someday. I may not understand 
everything he told me but I really wished him the best and hope that his ordeal would be over 
soon! 
Supisa V, 17, Ranong, Thailand 

 
 
 
 
 
When I was in grade 10 during Motherôs Day, my advisers told everyone in the class to bring a 
tree sapling and plant it in the school. We and the entire faculty staff then planted the saplings 
in front of our school next to the fence. I wasnôt tired although the weather was very hot. I 
thought when those trees grow taller; our school will be green and beautiful. The weather 
would be nicer and cooler.  Besides, I would always be proud of what I did for my school. 
Napath C, 17, Ranong, Thailand 
 
 
 



 
Phukhao Ya (Grass Hill) or Khao Hua Lan (Bald Hill) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Known to locals by a variety of names and endearingly referred to as Thailandôs version of a Swiss 
pasture, this hill is something of an anomaly as it is completely treeless, being covered instead by a 
thick blanket of grass. 
 

 

 
My magical moment happened when I was in grade 9. My friend whoôs studying in another 
class surprised me by giving me a birthday present. In fact, I didnôt think that she could 
remember my birthday. At lunch, my close friends bought me some dessert to celebrate my 
birthday. In the evening, my mother bought me a chocolate cake. I loved it! That day I have 
learned two things. First, friendship is truly wonderful. Second, your love for everyone, your 
family and close friends, each passing day would make you stronger in your quest in this life.  
Pimchanok S, 17, Ranong, Thailand 

 
 
   
Iôd like to share a magical moment which happened during our ñTonkhapetphichai Camp.ò  The 
camp was something about environment. We did lots of activities and went to mangrove 
forest. There were about 30 students. We always had fun and laughed at all times together. I 
could say that it was a very great and happy time for us. While we were at the mangrove 
forest, we did something really impressive. After planting seedlings we released some local 
crabs in the river too. Normally, I was afraid of crabs because of their claws but that time I 
really got the guts to do it because of my friends. I felt very happy throughout the camp and I 
wouldnôt ever forget the fun that we had together as campers especially the crab thing (ha, 
ha).  
Monchawat J, 17, Ranong, Thailand  

 



When I think about my magical moments, I always think of the great time my family had going 
to a temple and making merits together. We gave some food to the monks in the morning and 
then bought a pair of birds and fish. My parents told me if a person sets free birds or fish alike, 
something good will return to that person someway. I felt very ecstatic not because of the 
reward if there is any but mainly of releasing these creatures free.  
 Kanokporn S, 17, Ranong, Thailand 
 
 

 

Ranong Canyon 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It used to be the ore mine in the past, Ranong Canyon becomes the crystal large, swamp 
surrounded by immense mountains and there will always be a magic phenomenon called ñfog 
sweeps waterò in every morning. 

 
 

 
 
Last summer, I went to Bangkok for two weeks. I lived with my uncleôs apartment. I enrolled in 
a special class in Chemistry, Physics and Math. I made acquaintances with some of my 
classmates who are from various parts of Thailand. We always window shop around the 
complex. We really had fun together. After the class, I always see to it that I would do 
something to help my uncle like doing the laundry and cooking. I was really blessed by my 
uncleôs generosity and all the good things we shared together with my summer classmates.  
Narinthorn T, 17, Ranong, Thailand  

 
 
 



 
When I think of a magical moment, I always think of my best friend. When I was in middle 
school, I always helped my close friends do their homework. One of them was Nan.  She was 
weak in Math while I was good in it. I really tried helping her before the test. She was smiling 
at me after the test. She told me that without me she would flunk math again. I really felt very 
proud and happy not only by imparting something little that I know but also I had had the 
chance of standing behind a friend. 
Supaporn K, 17, Ranong, Thailand 
 

 
 
 
 
On my last holiday, I went to Bangkok for a month. I took some special courses in Math and 
Physics. You know in Bangkok, everybody has to get up very early to catch a bus or you 
would be late. I did but I still missed it and had to wait for the other buses. I was lucky because 
I got the next bus but I had to stand all the way. The worst thing was all of a sudden the driver 
pulled the break and I fell with my knees to the floor. My knees really hurt back then. A man 
who sat beside me held me up and gave me his seat. Many people in the bus asked me ñAre 
you hurt?ò I smiled and told them that I was ok. Indeed, there are busy people in Bangkok, but 
that doesnôt mean that they are apathetic and unconcerned about others. I'll keep this good 
memory forever.  
Pornkanok M, 17, Ranong, Thailand 

 
 
 
 
 
Iôd like to share my magical moment. In October, 2007, Ranong had a very heavy rain; many 
places were already flooded. I was having my military training that time.  We were all 
instructed to help people from the flood as soon as we could.  We then found ourselves in a 
village and helped by giving sand bags to block the water. We also moved the furniture to a 
higher place. My friends and I worked all day. We were very exhausted. This was the first time 
that I had worked hard in my life. I was very tired but I felt very happy that I could help flood 
victims. When I came back home, I slept well that night. 
Thanit T, 17, Ranong, Thailand  

 
 
 
 
 
One day during the school break, I went to TESCO supermarket in Ranong. Later I found a 
purse in the side-walk near the main hall.  I picked it up immediately and opened it. I found 
identification and a business card inside the purse. Then, I tried ringing her hand phone and 
told her that I found her purse. We finally met at KFC and I gave her purse back. She was so 
thankful about what I did!   I told my mom what I did at the department store. She was so 
proud of me.  
Surida S, 17, Ranong, Thailand 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Hok Lhong Mine 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This area presents the glory of ore mine activity in the past in Ranong province. At this moment, you 
can enjoy relaxing under the big tree or take a rest in a cozy pavilion and free your eye-sight to the 
crystal clear swamp 

 

 
 
 
 
 
I would say that one of the magical moments in my life happened when I met an old woman in 
Bangkok. I went to Bangkok with my father. We bought some food for our dinner. While in the 
market, I saw an old woman. She was wearing very old clothes, she really looked so poor. She 
walked around the market carrying a basket. There were some packs of candies there. She 
asked people who were walking in the market ñCould you help me to buy some candies, 10 
baths a pack? I was really moved and took pity on the old woman. I decided to buy a pack of 
candies. She said ñThank you very much for your kindness.ò  She was trying to earn money 
decently and she had nothing to thank me for, but I knew with the little Iôve done it means a lot 
to her. 
Burawee T, 17, Ranong, Thailand 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Iôd like to share my magical moment with you that I will never forget. I was born in a small 
village in Ranong Province. It is called Had-Som-Pand village. One day, my friends told me 
that they see the village children aren't doing anything useful during the school break .They 
only play computer games and ride bikes. So they had a wonderful idea to create activities for 
them during the vacation or weekend or holiday. They asked me to join them to think and 
create useful activities for the children. So we discussed and did the plans together. There are 
many activities such as a walk rally to clean the village and decrease the amount of garbage 
for our village, planting herbs and trees in the nearby forest in our village, helping the funeral 
ceremony in the local temple, preparing food and helping the monks on the auspicious days in 
the local temple, being a tour guide for the visitors, an environment camp for the young 
people, and helping all villagers in any tasks that we can do. The villagers are very pleased 
and proud of our efforts in helping the community become better. Eventually we got to be well-
known throughout the country. Because of our young generation's dedication, we got the 
Green Global Award from Petroleum Authority of Thailand (PTT). Actually, we have done 
everything for our village because of our responsibilities for our community. We do not expect 
to get any awards. Our reward is showing that the new generation can make an impact. We 
are very proud of all members who joined the project and worked together with satisfaction. 
We can say that we are still going on with all the activities for our village.      
Kulrawipa S, 17, Ranong, Thailand  

 
 
 
 
 
My magical moment was when I give a doll to a nice little girl. The girl didnôt have a family. She 
was alone. When I heard that, my heart was broken, but today I am very happy because with a 
small thing, I made that girl very happy. 
Ivana S, 14, Bitola, Macedonia 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In my life , I had a lot of great moments, with my family and even with my  friends .But in my 
heart ,I have one very special place , were I keep my magical moment.  A few years ago, me 
and my family, were on a holiday in Greece. We had a great time, but I will always remember 
when we were taking a walk on the beach. I and my cousin met new friends that were from 
Serbia. At first we just talked, but a couple hours later, we were playing volleyball and laughing 
really hard. We are still friends and we send e-mails to each other every month. I will always 
remember that magical moment. 
Biljana T, 14, Bitola, Macedonia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Did you know of a city called Bitola in Macedonia? 
 
In Europe, in the middle of the Balkan Peninsula lies a country named Macedonia. The capital city 
is Skopje. Official languages are Macedonian and Albanian.  A country with wonderful natural 
landscapes and diversity between modern cities and countrysideôs with old folklore.  

Bitola is the second largest city in Republic of Macedonia and a centre of the south-west region and 
spreads over area of 1, 716 km2. It is located on 630m above sea level at the foot of Baba 
mountain with its peak Pelister. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Sharing is important for our personality. Thatôs a fact according to which people judge your 
character. Many times in life we are given tasks that we canôt accomplish by ourselves and we 
seek help from our friends. When we need somebody to share something with us, thatôs the 
time when we find out who are our true friends. For example: One day I had a really difficult 
test at school and I forgot to study. Suddenly the person sitting next to me, that I was not such 
a friend with, saw that I was having difficulties with the test and at the moment she started 
helping me and telling me the correct answers to the test. Thanks to her help, I got the best 
mark, so it means that she shared her knowledge with me just when I needed it.         
Ivona P, 14, Bitola, Macedonia 

 
 



One of the priorities that we have to respect is sharing in our community. That is the most 
human act of each person. It makes human to be human. Everyone should give a hand and 
show a lot of love. There is enough love in our hearts to be shared with all the people in the 
world. 
Our love becomes more noble and bigger when we share with others. Love should be 
converted in good deeds because thatôs the way we can express our feelings. We should fight 
against suffering because only giving love brings more love. 
In my opinion, the most humane thing is giving a life to someone.òOnly a drop of blood means 
life.ò I am repeating these words all the time. And any time I think about that, I feel how 
important is to gave a hand to a person in trouble. 
There was a call for help on TV, which moved me. The news was about a child who suffered in 
an accident. The injured child needed blood. It was urgent. These words flew into my heart like 
sharp arrows. My thoughts started to move fast. I concluded that the needed blood group is 
actually the same one like my fatherôs. I reacted immediately and I informed my father. 
We share the same ideas and thoughts as well as the same feelings: Any life must be saved. 
We had to react fast. We didnôt have a minute to waist. Each second was precious. 
The wish to help the young life and give light in the childôs eyes brought me and my father 
together. 
The precious blood was given and in the moment it started to run in the childôs veins ,we felt 
joy. We flew on the wings of our humanity. At the very same moments ,my heart ,my  father ós 
heart and the childôs heart beat in the same rhythm. 
The fact that we saved a life made us really happy. We turned back the sparkle into the eyes 
of the child and into his parentsô eyes. Our hearts became one heart full with love. We proved 
that to give and to get is the most significant thing in our lives. Only by helping each other, we 
can overcome all the barriers and unite in this time and space. 
Emir S, 14, Bitola, Macedonia 
 
One day on the sky, a big shining star was born. It gave the morning a brave hero. 
That hero saved a life. He risked his life to save a child. His bravery was big. 
The mountain Baba with its highest peak named Pelister is my challenge. That is my 
patrimony. Every free day we use it for mountain climbing. One wonderful winter day we went 
to the top of Pelister on skis. There we met a group of mountain climbers from England. Me 
and my father know the English language very well, so we talked for about half an hour. They 
were a few young boys and girls. They were full of happiness. They were amazed with the 
beauties of Pelister. Then we said ñgood byeò and they left. We started skiing. We were 
enjoying the snows whiteness when we heard a scream for help. There wasnôt anybody 
around. We heard only a voice screaming for help. We stopped. 
My father thought that something happened to the English men. He told me to wait and he 
returned to find them. He was very tired, but his wish to help them gave him strength and 
power to search around. After a long search, he found where the voice was coming from. They 
were two small children from the group who went behind and fell into an abyss. One of them 
broke his leg and couldnôt move. The poor kid didnôt know what to do. They were very lucky 
my dad found them. He got down using his ski sticks. It was a big abyss. But, his wish to save 
them was big and he wasnôt thinking of his own life. Because heôs a doctor, he knew how to 
help them. He immobilized his legs and then pulled out the children. All this time I was alone, 
skiing in short destinations. The sun started to set. To be honest, I was very scared. I finaly 
saw my dad coming. He was carrying the child on his hands. He was very tired, but very proud 
because we arrived to the car before dark. After that, my dad went to the hospital. After all 
that, he wasnôt tired. The next day the boyôs parents arrived. They invited us to visit them in 
London. ñMr. you are a true heroò ï said a kid, with a smile in his face. Before this event, my 
father was always appreciated by me, by all mountain climbers all his fellow workers, but after 
this event, he became a true hero for everyone. 
Marijan P, 14, Bitola, Macedonia 



 
 
Like most people, I had my opportunity to help someone and that someone happened to be 
my classmates. Last year, when the grades of some kids were ñslippingò, the head teacher 
announced that we should do something about it. We figured a way to help those kids while 
practicing ourselves. That was achieved when a few of us who wanted to help those who 
wanted to learn more, at school twice a week an hour before the lessons starts, in a classroom 
that isn`t in use, to practice. At first, the kids didn`t come every time, but in time, they got used 
to it and came every day. Some particular kids needed more attention, because their grades 
ñslippedò faster. At the end of the year, their results were unexpectedly improved. They were 
even with the others, they understood most of the things and they were satisfied with that. I 
was also satisfied with that, and I felt better when I had gotten the task. I felt proud to have an 
opportunity to learn how to help the other students, an opportunity to know how it is to be 
satisfied with others success, and an opportunity to learn that nothing is unachievable. 
Through this I have learned an important lesson, too. A lesson that selfish people don`t know, 
and never will. The essence of that message is that sharing and helping is important, because 
one day, we also might require help, and we may see it in someone that we have or haven`t 
helped. By helping we also make friends and gain respect among people, which is important, 
too. My advice to all people around is to help and support each other in any way they can 
because that way they will feel better and needed. 
Martin B, 14, Bitola, Macedonia 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The city of Bitola in Macedonia 

 

 



My magic moment happened not so long ago. It was at a concert, but not just any concert. It 
was my favorite singer's concert: Marko Markovic ï Slatkar. I went to his concert with my 
friends. It was wonderful. I wanted to be photographed with him but Iôm too shy and I didnôt 
dare to ask him. Anyway it was really interesting. 
The moment that will always stay in my memory will be when he sung my favorite song ñFMò.I 
was really really happy .Never the less, the concert finished and I went home. But the concert 
will always stay in my memory. 
Angela U, 14, Bitola, Macedonia 
 
 
If you look at the sky with your soul not with your eyes you may see the light of thousand 
lanterns burning in the dark. And if you listen with your heart you may hear voices of millions of 
people needing help.  
Life goes on, each day; each minute is filled as if it is written. Does it apply for all? I figured out 
the answer by myself when I visited the children without parents with my friends. The gifts that 
we carried were just a way to establish a connection, a connection that revealed that itôs not 
enough just to give but also to share love and understanding. When the naive childrenôs eyes 
would turn to me, with tears, a thought suddenly like a wind breezed through my head: The 
world is not hungry only for bread, but even more for love! 
All my love, all my tenderness, and all my feelings I gave to those children on  that day. They 
only look for love. They are taken care of, they have enough food and clothes, but they yearn 
for a tender embrace, a kind word and a warm motherôs hand. Thatôs why my hugs and tender 
and sweet words were a joy for their excited hearts, to receive endless love. Every child's tiny 
hand reached out for us to play, to laugh, to be one big family. The stuffed teddy bears, hearts, 
bunnies caressed them, and they quickly reached for every moment, feeling crumbs of love. I 
shared with them all my energy to the last bit. I got in return even greater spiritual strength that 
led me to think that in life itôs not enough to want and receive. You should also share; become 
a part of the great family of benefactors, so that the world would be a better place for living, 
with every child growing with his parents, filled with tenderness and love. 
Love shared with all who need it. Love that doesnôt demand anything in return. Love for a 
brighter world and happy faces. Therefore share love unconditionally, knowing that it makes 
you better and more fulfilled. 
Maja T, 14, Bitola, Macedonia 

 
 
Small things can make us happy and when we make others happy it is the greatest pleasure 
of all. We have life events that give us the chance to give our support, help others and to feel 
great about ourselves. I can remember something that happened in my life, when I had a 
chance to be important in someoneôs life. 
It was a lovely autumn day. I was coming home because I had forgotten the flag for my Greek 
performance. I was running home and for some reason unexplained, I went a different way 
which was not usual for me. I was thinking of my flag. Then something else caught my 
attention. 
There was a man coming out of his home and he started to pass out and fall. I was shocked 
and confused. I could pass him, but something else told me to see whatôs wrong with him. He 
desperately needed some help because he was falling down. I was young, only 8 years old at 
the time, I felt concerned for him. I couldnôt leave him but I had to call the emergency service.  
When they finally came, I was sitting next to the old man holding his hand. He felt better with 
me next to him and my talking. I felt sympathy for him like he was my own grandfather. 
The old man was the single most important thing to me at that moment. He said that I had 
saved his life. I will never forget his words. Even now they echo in my ears.  
Jovancho J, 14, Bitola, Macedonia 
 



 
 

Part of Baba mountain with its peak Pelister in the backdrop. 
Bitola, Macedonia 

 

 

 
 
 
One of the magical moments that happened in my life and that made an impression on me 
was visiting the tomb of our big music star Toshe Proevski. Toshe was a good human person 
with a big heart. Everybody respected and loved him and still loves him. Visiting the tomb for 
me was pleasure but also then I was very sad because I love Toshe and I am sorry because I 
have never seen him in real life.  
Loznovska J, 14, Bitola, Macedonia   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


